
 

Further to my last newsletter and subsequent email to the school community, Te 

Aroha College is determined to maintain a safe physical and emotional environ-

ment for our students and staff. This is one of the prime objectives for the Board 

of Trustees under Section 127 of the Education and Training Act (2020).  

 

I have attached a copy of the relevant policies that relate to alcohol, drugs and 

other harmful substances. 

 

One way we'll be trying to mitigate alcohol, drugs and other harmful substances 

being on site is to use the services of a Drug Detection Team. These visits will hap-

pen randomly from today (Thursday 9 November 2023) onwards and into 2024. 

We are contracting the services of NZ Detector Dogs to screen the school.  
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These visits will happen randomly from today (Thursday 9 November 2023) onwards and into 2024.  

We are contracting the services of NZ Detector Dogs to screen the school. They are well respected and 

work across a number of sectors and industries and have significant experience working with schools.  

 

The services provided by NZ Detector Dogs are carried in accordance with the provisions of the Educa-

tion and Training Act (2020) which outline the circumstances in which schools can use private contrac-

tors and drug detection dogs. They also follow the “Guidelines for the surrender and retention of prop-

erty and searches (2014)” under sections 106 to 114 of the Education and Training Act (2020). 

 

The process for the drug detection team would be; 

 The drug dog team would arrive on site on a random school day 

 The principal would discuss the areas of the school to be screened 

 The drug dog team would be escorted around the school by principal and/or the deputy princi-

pals to screen the classrooms, storage rooms, amenities and outdoor areas 

 If a classroom were occupied by students, they would be asked to vacate the room briefly so the 

drug dog team is able to screen the room 

 The students will exit the classroom and line up outside the classroom - students themselves will 

not be screened 

 Once all students are out of the classroom, the drug dog team will quickly screen the room  

 If the dogs should show interest or give a positive indication in any area or item, then the drug 

team would point that out to the principal/deputy principal and we would take the appropriate 

action to follow up in accordance with school policy. 

 

I certainly hope that this course of action leads to a safe environment for all of our students and staff. If 

you have any concerns or would like to discuss this further please contact me at nharray@tacol.nz 

 
Noho ora mai, 
 
Neil Harray 
Principal | Tumuaki 

mailto:nharray@tacol.nz


 



 



 



 



 



 



 


